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A guide to the etched stone path in St James Square, Grimsby

The history of Grimsby Minster is a story spanning over 900
years interwoven with the life of the town and its residents.
The building has clues to unpack and many tales to tell —
some of them are hinted at in this poem. Perhaps you’d like
to visit and find the answers?

Jump through time with a hopscotch of dates:
—1848. The railway reaches the docks
—1086. Grimsby’s entry in the Domesday book
—1878. Grimsby Town FC is founded
—1193. The first record of ‘Grimsby’ as a surname
—1464. A local byelaw
—1201. Grimsby receives a royal charter
Grimsby’s then silted up riverhead is mentioned in the
C13th Icelandic Orkneyinga Saga.

The choice of typefaces used throughout the path was
inspired by lettering found around Grimsby on buildings in
and around the town centre, on the dockside, inside the
Minster and in archive photographs of the town.
Perhaps you recognise some of them?
#LettersFromGrimsby

Can you speak Grimbarian?
Explore the square where there are trees above your head
and history beneath your feet.

Can you skitter? It’s a children’s game recorded in Grimsby
in the first half of the C20th. You’ll need a friend... Hold hands,
lean backwards and spin in a circle as fast as you can.
A figure from artist Annabel McCourt’s Human Murmuration
which will appear soon on the wall parallel to the path.
Each figure is of a local resident who posed for a photograph
in 2020.

Our twin town in Germany.
Can you spot something we have in common?
Before major roads and the railways Grimsby was important
as a haven in rough seas and as a trading post along the
East Coast and out to Europe. Where do you think these
boats are heading?
Hello to you too.

Dates for your diary:
—the feast day of St James
—Great Grimsby Day
What’s going to make your day great?

Grimsby gets mentioned in parliament in 1927.

Search and you’ll find these two words in two different
places near the Minster.

From Psalm 107— the inspiration behind Eternal Father
Strong To Save, a hymn sung at every civic service in the
Minster and at memorial services and funerals of seafaring
families from the town.

Path created by Adrian Riley with stories from the
community & historical sources.
St James Square public art is part of Our Big Picture Ltd public
engagement ‘Our Haven’: www.ourbigpicture.co.uk/our-haven/
Our thanks goes to the many different people and organisations who have contributed to
this project.
The arts project carried out as part of the regeneration of St. James Square has been
supported by the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, which funds the
Cultural Development Fund and is administered by Arts Council England.
This is part of Grimsby’s Heritage Action Zone.

Grimsby is unique amongst English towns in having an
origin story. The Lay of Havelok The Dane is a C13th
Danish saga which includes a character called Grim —
possibly the origin of the town’s name combined with By,
derived from an old Danish word for village. The path
features several excerpts from the story.

Some stories sound more like confessions...

This list is compiled from ships manifests and historical
accounts of the docks, dating from the earliest mentions of
Grimsby through to the present day. Records of goods
carried on ships paint a picture of what was happening in
Britain and around the world at the time as well as
Grimsby’s own fortunes — each of these words is the start
of a story. Today’s ship manifests tell the story of the rise in
renewable energy. Original spellings and local names for
types of fish have been retained.

Fish Dock Races is a colloquial term dating back to the
early C20th for when women would collect their husbands
wages from the docks. Poverty could be a real problem for
some fishing families and there would be a rush to secure
wages before they could be squandered in Grimsby’s
many pubs.
The pancake race run by members of the choir was a
tradition of St James Church on Shrove Tuesday. Feel free to
have a go yourself!
St James Church is named after the disciple of Jesus who
called him, his brothers and other fishermen with the words
Come follow me.
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